How to Make a Gas Mask
A gas mask is a mask put on over the face to protect the wearer from inhaling "airborne
pollutants" and toxic gases. The mask forms a sealed cover over the nose and mouth, but may also
cover the eyes and other vulnerable soft tissues of the face. Some gas masks are also respirators,
though the word gas mask is often used to refer to military equipment (e.g. Field Protective Mask,
etc.) (The user of the gas mask is not protected from gas that the skin can absorb.)
Using discards and old computer parts, you can easily make your own somewhat-functional
WWI-style gas mask. It looks impressive and is capable of filtering air, though it will likely have
little effect against poisonous gases.
Instructions
1. Cut a square hole in the paper bag, slightly smaller than the size of the CD case. Remove the
transparent side of the case, and tape it securely over the hole. This will form the gas mask hood,
with a window to see through.
2. Make the filter cover from the cardboard box. Cut four trapezoidal shapes, somewhat wider
than the case fan on the long end and as wide as the diameter of the toilet-paper tube on the
narrow end. Tape them together to form a four-sided funnel, and tape the toilet-paper tube onto the
small end of it.
3. Remove the plastic case from the cleaner floppy, and tape the round disk to the top of the fan in
such a way that the airflow is directed toward the disk. Tape over the hole in the center of the disk.
Insert the fan and disk into the funnel, disk-side first. Seal and secure with tape.
4. Cut a round hole in the paper bag beneath the window. Fit the small end of the filter into it and
tape it on. For added cosmetic effect, tape both ends of a two- to three-foot plastic tube to the sides
of the upper part of the funnel, with the tube looping around behind the wearer's head.
5. To use the gas mask, put the paper bag over your head, looking out through the window. Attach
two 9-volt batteries to the wires powering the fan to turn it on. This will blow air through the
filtering disk and into the mask so that you can breathe. Tape the edge of the bag to your shoulders
for added security.
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